
Designing Writing
Experiences

Attend to multiple early writing components

Ensure curriculum relevance

Make writing purposeful

Strive for linguistic and cultural relevance 
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Effective teachers support a wide range of writing skills
including for handwriting, spelling, composing, and print
awareness.
Provide “challenges” to children that promote their
thinking, (e.g., “What sounds do you hear in /b/ bear?”)

How to do this in your classroom:
Have children write their names on artwork. 
Ask students to help make a list of materials
needed for a project or class party.
Encourage students to write even if it appears
to be scribbles or random marks. 

Early writing experiences should be purposeful and have a
clear audience.
Having a clear purpose supports children’s understanding
of why they are writing and who they are writing to. 

How to do this in your classroom:
Ask questions that draw attention to writing
purpose. “What are some other things we might
write in our card to tell our moms we love them?”

Connect writing opportunities with curriculum,
units of study, or child interest to make writing
meaningful. 

How to do this in your classroom:
Ask yourself “how does this writing connect to
our broader curriculum?”
Embed writing experiences throughout the day.
In a unit about sea creatures, children might draw
and write the names of different sea creatures.

Children enter early childhood setting with a
variety of home languages and cultures. 
Intentionally connect writing experiences to
various home language experiences.

How to do this in your classroom:
Promote composing skills. “What are different ways
that we can say I love you?”
Promote print awareness. “In Arabic, we write words
from right to left.”
Promote sound-symbol relationships. “In
Portuguese, we write car as carro.”
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